Regular Meeting, Monday, January 24, 2005, continued...


REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL

CITY OF CALEDONIA, MINNESOTA

Monday, January 24, 2005
CALL TO ORDER: Following due call and notice thereof, Mayor Morey called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. in the Council Room, City Hall.

ROLL CALL:
Members present: Mayor Michael J. Morey; Council Members Paul Fisch, Randi Vick, Gary Klug and Robert Standish.  Members absent: None. Consultants and City staff present: Robert L. Nelson. Visitors present: Nick King, Terri Sheehan and Jane Palen, reporter.

CONSENT AGENDA:  Following brief review, a motion was made by Member Fisch, seconded by Member Standish, to approve the Consent Agenda items, listed below. All members voted in favor and the motion was declared carried.
A.
MINUTES OF PAST MEETINGS: To approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting held Monday, January 10, 2005, as presented. 
B.
2003 AUDIT REVIEW: To acknowledge receipt of and accept the 2003 Audit Review by the Office of State Auditor per letter dated January 19, 2005.

VISITORS AND COMMUNICATIONS

A.
ZONING APPLICATION – KING: Nick King, 410 South Pine Street, reviewed his Zoning Application proposing to construct a 7’ wide wrap around porch on the front (east) side of his house, including extensions approximately 20’ long on the north and south sides.  This porch would be located approximately 23’ from the front yard property line, requiring a 7’ setback variance.  Following discussion and reviewing the illustration of the proposed porch, a motion was made by Member Klug, seconded by Member Standish, to approve the application and grant a 7’ setback variance on the front (east) property line.  All members voted in favor and the motion was declared carried.

B.
COMMUNICATIONS


1.
Letter, MMUA, SUBJ:  Electric Service Territory, 1-7-05.  


2.
LMC, Friday Fax, 1-14-05. 


3.
LMC, Friday Fax, 1-21-05.  

OLD BUSINESS

A.
ENGINEER’S ESTIMATE, STH 44/76 FLASHING LIGHTS: Clerk Nelson reported that he had not yet received an Engineer’s Estimate from Davy Engineering to prepare the application and illustration for construction of flashing lights at the STH 44/76 Crosswalk at the intersection of Esch Drive.  Nelson indicated to the Council that, if they were desirable for immediate action on the project, one alternative motion would be to authorize approval of an Engineering Estimate up to a certain dollar value, such as $5,000.  Following brief discussion, a motion was made by Member Standish, seconded by Mayor Morey; to authorize Davy Engineering to proceed with the MN/DOT Application should their estimate for services be $5,000 or less.  Member Fisch commented that he would recommend Independent School District 299 paying a significant portion of the estimate since the crosswalk was primarily established because of the new Public High School.  Members voting in favor: Standish, Morey, Vick and Klug.  Opposed: Fisch.  The motion was declared carried.

B.
ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT STAFFING: Mayor Morey and Member Fisch reported that they, acting as the Wage Committee, had completed the process of interviews and evaluations of applications for the position of Journey Lineman for the Electric Department, having interviewed all three applicants, they recommended hiring Matthew J. Blocker, Waukon, IA, at a starting wage of $22.50 per hour with his official date of employment to be the date he reports for duty, expected to be after giving a two week notice to his present employer.  He is to service a 6 month probationary period.  Following brief discussion, a motion was made by Mayor Morey, seconded by Member Klug, to extend an offer of employment to Matthew J. Blocker at a starting wage of $22.50 per hour with a 6 month probationary period to report to work at his earliest opportunity after giving the standard two week notice to his current employer.  All members voted in favor, and the motion was declared carried.

C.
 ELECTRIC DEPARTMENT WAGE: The Wage Committee addressed the hourly rate of Roger Schmitz, City Electrician.  Recognizing that his current wage was $18.55 per hour and that reason would dictate he receive a higher wage than those he were to supervise.  Member Fisch moved that the wage of Roger Schmitz be increased to $24.50 per hour effective the date this action was approved by the Caledonia Employee Association as an Amendment to the Labor Agreement already established for calendar years 2005-2007.  The motion was seconded by Member Standish and all members voted in favor.  The motion was declared carried.

NEW BUSINESS

A.
TELEPHONE / COMPUTER SYSTEM: Clerk Nelson reported that a switch stopped working in the control panel for the telephone system which is also part of the computer system for the City Clerk’s Office and Library.  Although Caledonia Electronics attempted to repair the switch, they found it to be impossible.  Caledonia Electronics then submitted a proposal for replacement part on four different “ports” from 24-50 with prices ranging from $301 to $1,040.76.  Through discussions with Mike Gerardy, Administrative Coordinator, the 48 port 3com switch unit is deemed to be of sufficient quality with the capability for adding a number of telephones and computers in the future for a price of $564.92.  Following discussion, a motion was made by Member Fisch, seconded by Member Klug, to authorize the purchase of the 48 port 3com switch at the stated price of $564.92.  All members voted in favor and the motion was declared carried.

B.
COMPUTER BACKUP DEVICE: Clerk Nelson informed the Council that Caledonia Electronics had submitted a proposal for a tape backup of the software programs at an amount of $713.50.  This program would have the capacity for four or five days backup and could be programmed to backup automatically anytime of day.  Following discussion, Member Fisch, offered to review various types of backup systems which maybe beneficial to the City.  This item was tabled for further study.

C.
SANITARY SEWER USE, CALEDONIA HAULERS: The Council reviewed a letter from Davy Engineering, dated 12-20-04. RE: Hydrite Chemical Truck Wash, Caledonia Haulers.  The letter contained information concerning a request by Hydrite Chemical Company to wash their vehicles at Caledonia Haulers Plant.  The letter stated information on PH Limits and BOD Loadings as well as the rates to be charged to Caledonia Haulers. The letter further recommended penalties for disposal of wastes outside the allowed limits.  Following brief discussion, Mayor Morey indicated he would like to have first hand knowledge of they rate systems and operation of Caledonia Haulers Plant and requested a meeting be scheduled to review these issues.  
CLERK’S REPORT

A.
MINNESOTA CITIES FINANCES: Clerk Nelson presented a book entitled Minnesota City Finances, published by the Office of the State Auditor, inviting Council Members to borrow the document, if they chose, to review the finances of Minnesota Cities.  

B.
ANNUAL FIRE DISTRICT MEETING: Clerk Nelson reminded the Council Committee (Morey/Fisch) that the Annual Fire District Meeting was scheduled for 7:00 p.m., Tuesday, January 25, in the Council Room, City Hall.

C.
EMPLOYEE TIME RECORD: Enclosed with the Agenda was the Employee Time Record for pay period January 3 – 16, 2005. 

D.
COUNCIL MEMBERS PERSONAL NOTES: Clerk Nelson informed the newly elected council members that the City Of Caledonia webpage contained brief personal notes about each of the council members.  The notes for the past members had now been removed and the newly elected officials were invited to draft a few comments which could be put on the city webpage.  

E.
EDA DIRECTORS REPORT: Enclosed with the Agenda was a summary, written report by Joyce Iverson, EDA Director, of her current activities. 

F.
MN/DOT FUTURE TRANSPORTATION PLAN: Distributed with the Agenda was a 10 year improvement plan taken from the MN/DOT Webpage.  Clerk Nelson informed the Council that he had telephoned the Rochester MN/DOT Office requesting the 30 year plan be mailed to the City.  That will be distributed to the Council when received.
MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS

A.
KINGSTON STREET PARKING: Member Vick introduced discussion on the possibility of having one side parking on Kingston Street from Lincoln Street to Grant Street or perhaps further North.  Following discussion, the Council decided by general consensus that the property owners adjoining Kingston Street should be contacted requesting their opinion on one side parking from Lincoln Street to St. John’s Lutheran Church. 

ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business before the Council, a motion to adjourn was made by Member Standish and seconded by Member Vick.  All members voted in favor, the motion was declared carried and the meeting then adjourned at 8:46 p.m.  The next Regular Meeting of the City Council is scheduled for 7:00 p.m., February, 14, 2005, in the Council Room, City Hall.  
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Michael J. Morey, Mayor

____________________________________

Robert L. Nelson

City Clerk - Administrator
