Regular Meeting, Monday, February 28, 2005, continued...


REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL

CITY OF CALEDONIA, MINNESOTA

Monday, February 28, 2005
CALL TO ORDER: Following due call and notice thereof, Mayor Morey called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. in the Council Room, City Hall.

ROLL CALL:
Members present: Mayor Michael J. Morey; Council Members Paul Fisch, Randi Vick, Gary Klug and Robert Standish.  Members absent: None. Consultants and City staff present: Mike Gerardy, Joyce Iverson and Robert L. Nelson. Visitors present: Kermit McRae, LaYair Williams, Jeff Felten, Hilary Allan and Jane Palen, reporter.

CONSENT AGENDA:  Following brief review, a motion was made by Member Klug, seconded by Member Fisch, to approve the Consent Agenda items, listed below. All members voted in favor and the motion was declared carried.
A.
MINUTES OF PAST MEETINGS: To approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting held Monday, February 14, 2005, as presented. 
B.
SPRING WATER SCHOOL: To authorize DeWayne Schroeder to attend Spring Water School March 22-24, 2005, at Rochester for a registration fee of $125 and reimbursement for mileage, meals, parking fees, and the like.
C.
LMC SAFETY AND LOSS CONTROL WORKSHOP:  To authorize Mike Gerardy, Tony Klug, Randy Shefelbine and Bob Nelson to attend the Annual Workshop at Rochester on April 26.  Expense includes a $20 registration fee for each and mileage reimbursement for the driver.  
D.
ANIMAL CONTROL SEMINAR: To authorize Mike Gavin, Animal Control Officer, to attend the MACA Seminar for Animal Control on April 5 & 6 at Duluth for a registration fee of $130, hotel room expense for two evenings and reimbursement of meal and other expenses including mileage.

E.
LACROSSE HOME AND BUILDERS SHOW: Mayor Morey informed the Council that he had reserved a booth at the LaCrosse Home and Builders Show for a fee of $475 which would be paid by the City, and then reimbursed by business persons wishing to have a display at the show.  The show is scheduled for March 18, 19 and 20. Mayor Morey said he would approach the builders and business persons to inquire as to who wished to attend the show and request a portion of the entrance fee.  

VISITORS AND COMMUNICATIONS

A.
SCOTTISH HERITAGE NIGHT: Kermit McRae informed the Council that the Scottish Heritage Night was scheduled for March 19 beginning at 6:00 p.m. at the Four Seasons Community Center.  Performances would be conducted by the LaCrosse Pipe and Drum Band and Twin Cities Royal Scottish Dance Society.  Tickets for the evening, including the meal, are $18 per person.  He informed the Council that he had applied for an Arts Grant and received $850 for the event.  Invitations had been mailed to 300 people.  Last year 175 people attended with 44% coming from outside Caledonia.  

B.
ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: Joyce Iverson, EDA Director reviewed the below topics with the Council.


1.
DESIGN TEAM PROJECTS: Distributed with the Agenda was a list 25 items 


recommended by the Minnesota Design Team when they visited Caledonia in 


about 1996.  Many of the 25 items had been accomplished. The list was as 


follows.  



1.  Build a Gazebo



13.  Bring the Bike Trail to Caledonia


2.  Gain Star City Status



14.  Establish Paint-up/Fix-up Program


3.  Establish Downtown Development Plan 

15.  Gain Tree City Status



4.  Create Coordinating Council


16.  Build a Business Incubator Building



5.  Build More Rental Housing


17.  Attract/Expand Clean Industry


6.  Establish More Day-Care


18.  Keep Downtown Buildings Full


7.  Fix Sidewalks




19.  Rehab Williams Hotel


8.  Build a Community Center


20.  Create a Park/Open Space Plan



9.  Create a Scottish Heritage


21.  Build a New Athletic Playing Field
           
            10.  Rehab Downtown Bldgs. to Preserve Historic Character
22.  Plant Trees to Lead Visitors to Downtown


             
              11. Create a Park in Sprague Woods


23.  Expand Library
            
            12.  Beautify Caledonia with Plants


24.  Establish Leadership Development Program








25.  Build a Senior Citizens Center


2.
CALEDONIAMN.NET: Ms. Iverson asked the Council if they wanted to preserve 

the domain name although it was not being used at present.  It could be preserved 


for the City at a cost of $100 for a five year term. Following brief discussion, a 


motion was made by Member Fisch, seconded by Member Standish to approve 


the $100 fee to reserve the name for the City Of Caledonia for the five year 


period.  All members voted in favor and the motion was declared carried.  

3.
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN: Ms. Iverson said that a representative of the state 


department named Todd Bram would come to Caledonia and give a training 


session on considerations to be made for rewriting and updating the 



Comprehensive Plan.  The Council indicated that the training session would 


probably be best held on a Monday evening which was not a Council meeting 


night.  Members of the Economic Development Authority were to be invited.  


4.
ACTIVITIES UPDATE: Ms. Iverson distributed a typed copy of her activities 


over the past month.  


5.
BIKE TRAILS: Distributed with the Agenda was an information sheet on current 


bike trail activities.  The sheet is titled Take The Trial…


6.
ROTARY CONCESSION STAND PROJECT: Ms. Iverson explained that the 


Rotary Club is taking donations in an event to build a concession stand at the 


Athletic Field of the new public school.  She said a contribution of $500 or more 


would receive recognition for the donation.  Questions included whether or not 


the school is doing the planning for the building and whether or not the school 


would make a contribution toward the project.  
C
ADMINISTRATOR COORDINATOR: Mike Gerardy was present to review the following items.


1.
ZONING APPLICATION – FELTEN: Jeff Felten, 508 South Marshall Street, 


described his proposal to remove an existing garage, located approximately 1.5’ 


from the north property line with the intent to replace it with a 24’x 32’ garage to 


be located approximately 2’ from the north property line, requiring an 8’ setback 


variance.  Mr. Felten said there would be a 1’ overhang and that the building 


would be designed as a 1 ½ story with 2’ walls above the first floor joist line to 


provide an area for storing materials.  He would include eaves troughs and down 


spouts on the side next to the property line to direct runoff onto his property, 


rather than the neighbors.  Mr. Felten said he identified the property line with the 


monument in the front yard and telephone pole in the rear yard.  Following 


discussion, a motion was made by Member Standish, seconded by Mayor Morey, 


to approve the application and grant the 8’ setback variance.  Members voting in 


favor: Morey, Standish and Klug.  Opposed: Fisch and Vick.  The motion was 


declared carried.     


2.
WATER / SEWER DEPARTMENT VAN: Mr. Gerardy presented two bids to the 

Council for a new van.  The bid from Caledonia Ford was $17,287 and the bid 


from Ellingson Motors was $16,899.  Mr. Gerardy informed the Council that the 


current 1994 van has 83,000 miles.  He recommended it be kept for use by 


various departments, as needed.  Mr. Gerardy informed the Council that a bulk 


head separation sheet would be installed in the van, but could not be included as 


part of the bid price.  He also recommended a mobile radio be installed in the new 

van.  Following discussion, a motion was made by Member Fisch, seconded by 


Member Vick, to accept the apparent low bid of Ellingson Motors for $16,899 


and allow an additional $2,000 for installation of the bulk head and purchase and 


installation of a mobile radio as well as any other necessary and usual items such 


as apply decals and the like.  All members voted in favor and the motion was 


declared carried. 
D.
LAYAIR WILLIAMS: Ms. Williams left the meeting prior to any discuss with the Council.  

E.
STORM WATER CONCERN – HILARY ALLAN: Hilary Allan informed the Council that, since the improvement to West Main Street and installation of a new center line culvert, successive rainfalls have caused erosion to his agricultural field south of Main Street.  He stated there was to be a retention pond on the north side of Main Street, but design of the center line culvert does not enable a controlled rate of runoff, thus not retaining any water.  He presented a letter from Attorney William Von Arx, dated May 8, 1997, addressing the issue.  Mr. Allan asked the Council to consider installing a storm water culvert over the full length of his agricultural field from West Main Street southward to County State Aid Highway No. 12.
F.
COMMUNICATIONS



1.
Thank You Card from Sheriff Lee.







2.
Letter, LMC, 2-17-05.








3.
LMC Friday Fax, 2-18-05.








4.
LaCrosse Disposal System, 2004 Annual Report





5.
LMC, Renew the Partnership. (This is an informational Item. It does not 



involve anything that affects the City Of Caledonia at this moment.)

OLD BUSINESS

A.
SANITARY SEWER USE SURCHARGES: At this time the Council reviewed the letter from Davy Engineering Company, dated December 20, 2004, specifically reviewing the proposed surcharges for Caledonia Haulers sanitary waste.  Following discussion, a motion was made by Member Klug, seconded by Mayor Morey, to adopt the surcharges at the listed rates, being, pH 4.0 to 5.9 or 9.1 to 11 at $50 per day; pH <4.0 or > 11.0 at $100 per day; Flow Ratio Peak: Average >2:1 at $50 per day; and Missing Data at $50 per day/per item, with application of the surcharges to be effective as of April 1, 2005.  All members voted in favor and the motion was declared carried.

B.
ZONING APPLICATION – BURG: Clerk Nelson reported that Ralph Burg received approval from the City Council in July of 2004 to construct a storage building between the storage building of Caledonia Oil Company and Courthouse Square.  Because of uncertainty, regarding properties he may purchase, Mr. Burg asked for a one year extension to begin construction which would move the effective date of the Zoning Application permit to July 2006.  Following brief discussion, a motion was made by Member Klug, seconded by Member Standish to extend the permit to July 2006.  All members voted in favor and the motion was declared carried.

C.
FIRE HYDRANT PAINTING: Member Fisch recommended the budget be reviewed to determine whether or not there were sufficient funds to hire one or two high school students to scrape and repaint fire hydrants throughout the City during the summer of 2005.  Mayor Morey suggested that Sentence to Serve individuals might be obtained to perform the work.  

D.
PROPOSED ORDINANCE ON RECREATION VEHICLES: Member Klug asked the other Council Members if they had reviewed the Spring Grove Ordinance on recreation vehicle, commenting that he would like to have the Council consider passage of a similar ordinance for Caledonia before it was set aside and forgotten.  Clerk Nelson said he was still reviewing the Minnesota Statues applicable to the ordinance and had submitted a copy to Police Chief Shefelbine for comment.  

NEW BUSINESS

A.
ANNUAL FIRE DISTRICT MEETING MINUTES: Enclosed with the Agenda were the minutes of the Annual Fire District Meeting which was held January 25, 2005.  Included with part of the minutes was the listing of 2004 expenditures of the Fire Department divided into the City share and District share.  Following brief discussion, a motion was made by Member Vick, seconded by Member Klug, to approve the minutes of the Annual Fire District Meeting.  All members voted in favor and the motion was declared carried.
CLERK’S REPORT

A.
UPDATE OF STH 44/76 CROSSWALK FLASHER: Clerk Nelson informed the Council that proposals for flashers had been received from Brown Traffic Projects, Inc.  The proposal for two solar R-829 Units is $10,618.  Quotes received for electrically operated units having one lens on each pole is $2,324 and the quote for two lenses on each pole is $2,864.  The electrically operated units would require wiring from the transformer locations to the lights and the wire would have to be bored under Highway 44/76 to connect the two lights.  Nelson reported that the City is in the process of gathering data and receiving further instructions from MNDOT for the process of making application for the flashing lights.  
B.
SUMMONS: Clerk Nelson reported that a summons was served on February 17 to the City Clerk’s Office with the City being named as a defendant with Steiger Construction Company, Inc.  The summons has to do with damages to a residential property due to backup of the sanitary sewer when the Sunnyside Lift Station was overwhelmed with storm water last summer.  

ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business before the Council, a motion to adjourn was made by Member Standish and seconded by Member Fisch.  All members voted in favor, the motion was declared carried and the meeting then adjourned at 10:04 p.m.  The next Regular Meeting of the City Council is scheduled for 7:00 p.m., Monday, March 14, 2005, in the Council Room, City Hall.








____________________________________








Michael J. Morey, Mayor 

________________________________________

Robert L. Nelson
City Clerk - Administrator
