Regular Meeting, Monday, April 11, 2005, continued...


REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL

CITY OF CALEDONIA, MINNESOTA

Monday, April 11, 2005

CALL TO ORDER: Following due call and notice thereof, Mayor Morey called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Room, City Hall.

ROLL CALL:
Members present: Mayor Michael J. Morey; Council Members Paul Fisch, Randi Vick, Gary Klug and Robert Standish.  Members absent: None. Consultants and City staff present: Michael Gerardy and Robert L. Nelson. Visitors present: Gary Becker, Mathias Harter, Richard Skauge, Jason Marquardt, Helen Olson, David Augedahl and Jane Palen, reporter.

CONSENT AGENDA:  Following brief explanation and discussion, a motion was made by Member Vick, seconded by Member Fisch, to approve the Consent Agenda items, listed below. All members voted in favor and the motion was declared carried.

A.
MINUTES OF PAST MEETINGS: To approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting held Monday, March 28, 2005, as presented. 

B.
GAMBLING EXEMPT PERMIT: To approve the Application for Exempt Permit, submitted by the Spring Grove Lions Club, for a raffle to be held on the Houston County Fairgrounds, 1212 East Main Street, on August 21, 2005, granting a waiver of the waiting period.

VISITORS AND COMMUNICATIONS

A.
ADMINISTRATIVE COORDINATOR


1.
SEAL COAT BIDS: At this time bids were open for the 2005 Seal Coat Work.  


Following review, according to the schedules of bids shown below, a motion was 


made by Member Fisch, seconded by Member Standish, to award the seal coat 


work to Scott Construction.  All members voted in favor and the motion was 


declared carried.

	
	Scott Construction
	Fred Carlson
	Astech Corp

	Bituminous Material 
14,000 gal.
	$23,100.00
	$17,500.00
	$24,500.00

	Natural Gravel

585 Ton
	$13,396.50
	$31,420.35
	$26,325.00

	
	$36,496.50
	$48,920.35
	$50,825.00

	Bituminous Material

14,000 gal
	$23,100.00
	$17,500.00
	$24,500.00

	Washed  Limestone

585 ton
	$9,664.20
	$24,107.85
	$26,325.00

	
	$32,764.20
	$41,607.85
	$50,825.00



2.
ZONING: Gary Becker, Bluff Country Properties, was present to discuss the 


setback requirements on the front yard property line as they are to be applied to 


curves, specifically regarding the Doering Estates Development. Mr. Becker 


informed the Council that he had spoken last fall with preceding Mayor Burns 


who agreed that on cul-de-sacs or curved portions of the street an explicit setback 


on 30’ from the front yard property line was not absolutely necessary.  The 


uniform setback of 30’ on a straight tangent enhanced the aesthetic value of a 


development since all the house would line up.  On a cul-de-sac or curve, 



however, a variation of a couple feet one way or the other would not be 



noticeable.  Discussion included the possibility that a distance could be measured 


of the chord of the arc from one front yard property corner to the other or that a 


median distance be used as a setback from the chord to the arc at the center of the 


front yard property line.  Following discussion, the council concluded that it 


would study the problem and attempt to return to the meeting of April 25 with a 


specific answer regarding application of the front yard setback distance. 


3.
ZONING – HAAS: Clerk Nelson reviewed a request from Kevin Haas that the 


City Council re-zone a parcel of land from agricultural to residential as described 


and illustrated on a document included with the agenda.  Mr. Haas had an option 


to purchase the property from Dean Foltz, owner, with the parcel being located 


adjacent to the south right of way of County State Aid Highway #12.  Mr. Haas 


intended to purchase the property on a Contract for Deed over the next five or six 


years, then build a home on the parcel.  Clerk Nelson recommended denial of the 


request since the City was just embarking on updating the Comprehensive Plan 


which may result in a determination that that area be developed for purposes other 

than residential.  Aside from that, such rezoning would constitute spot rezoning, 


which is not recommended.  Further, because of the uncertain future date when 


application would be made for the home construction, there would be too much 


uncertainty that the request would ever be made. Following discussion, a motion 


was made by Member Vick, seconded by Member Fisch, to deny the request for 


rezoning.  Members voting in favor: Vick, Fisch and Morey.  Members Opposed: 


Standish and Klug.  The motion was declared carried. 

B.
GARBAGE COLLECTION: Mathias Harter encouraged the Council to bid the contract for garbage and recyclable collection when the contract for Richard Sanitation expires on August 31, 2005.  Mr. Harter suggested that if the contract were bid the rates charged would most probably decrease.  Richard Skauge, Richard Sanitation, requested the Council consider renewing his contract without bidding.  Mr. Skauge contended that he has charge competitive prices over the years, is from the City Of Caledonia, does business in the City Of Caledonia and employees’ people from the City.  Because of taking over the recyclable materials processing from Houston County, Mr. Skauge informed the Council that he needs additional building space to sort the recyclable materials.  Before expending the funds to construct the addition, he needs to know whether the City will renew his contract by negotiation or open it for bidding.  Following discussion, the Council Committee (Vick and Standish) agreed to meet with Mr. Skauge to review his proposal and bring a recommendation back to the full council at the next meeting on April 25.

C.
CONCESSION STAND LEASE: Helen Olson, representing Woodland Industries, volunteered to operate the concession stand for the 2005 season.  She reported that the goal would be to train Woodland Industry clients on sales operations and the clients would be under direction of the Woodland Industries supervisors.  Clerk Nelson reported that, at this time, there are no others interested in operating the concession stand.  Following brief discussion, a motion was made by Member Klug, seconded by Member Standish, to award operation of the concession stand to Woodland Industries.  Members voting in favor: Klug, Standish, Morey and Fisch.  Opposed: None.  Abstaining: Member Vick was momentarily out of the Council Room.  The motion was declared carried.

D.
USE OF CITY LOGO: Clerk Nelson reported that Jamie Burg requested authorization to use the city turkey logo which is illustrated on the City Of Caledonia webpage. That particular logo was drafted by Eileen Jacobson, Assistant City Librarian, who had performed the work and dedicated the logo to the City has a present.  She was of the opinion that it should remain for use by the City only. Considering other logos and crests which had been prepared for the City, the Council by general consensus determined that all logos prepared for the City should be considered solely for its use which was understood to be the intent of the presenters. Any logo illustrations intended for commercial purposes on sales of collectables and similar uses should be drafted and designed by those persons intending to profit from the sales.  

E.
COMMUNICATIONS



1.
Ltr Aquila, 3-23-05.








2.
Meeting, Chamber of Commerce, 4-13-05.





3.
LMC Friday Fax, 4-1-05.







4.
Bulletin, SE League of Municipalities, 4-5-05.




5.
The Wheel, April 2005.







6.
Bluff Country, April 2005.
CLAIMS

A. PREPAID CLAIMS: Following review, discussion and deliberation, a motion to approve the Prepaid Claims List for March 2005 was made by Member Fisch, seconded by Mayor Morey.  All members present voted in favor and the motion was declared carried. (Member Vick was temporarily out of the room).

Bank of the West
Fed/Fica/Med
5,913.36

Caledonia True Value
Miscellaneous Items
277.20

City Of Caledonia
Emp. Share of Health Insurance
429.25

City of Caledonia Emp. Assoc.
Association Dues – Month of March
165.00

Houston County Auditor
Special Assessment Charges
939.80

Minnesota NCPERS Life Ins.
NPCERS Payday 3-15-05
32.00

Orchard Trust Company AS
TSA Payday 3-15-05
1,255.00

Public Emp. Retirement Assn.
PERA payday 3-15-05
3,357.87

U S Postal Service
Postage Stamps
185.00

Jahn’s Transfer, Inc.
Liquor – Freight Expense
42.05

Northern Beverage Distribution
Beer
1,927.15

Schott Distributing Co., Inc.
Beer
1,394.05

B & M Service Center
5 gallon 80-90
38.00

Kraus Oil Co., Inc.
Diesel 
1,030.00

Midwest Wireless Comm.
Mobile Unit
161.69

Midwest Driver Services
Drug / Alcohol Program 2005
360.00

Klug, Anthony
Wastewater Conference Expenses
549.30

DeWayne Schroeder
Mileage Reimbursement to Water School
166.50

Shefelbine, Randy
Printer & Cartridge
416.44

Bank of the West
Fed/Fica/Med Payday 3-29-05
6,899.41

City Of Caledonia
Emp Share Health Insurance 3-29-05
108.00

Commissioner of Revenue
State Withholding – March 2005
3,868.17

Orchard Trust Company AS
TSA Payday 3-29-05
1,255.00

Public Emp. Retirement Assn.
PERA Payday 3-29-05
3,671.18

Public Emp. Retirement Assn.
PERA/DCP payday 3-29-05
177.50

Arch Wireless
Mobile Unit
53.89

Barsch & City, Heidi
Meter Deposit Refund
79.50

Caledonia Rotary Club
Donation – CHS Concession Stand
500.00

Caledonia Volunteer Fire Dept.
Relief Association – 1st Quarter 2005
600.00

Gavin, Mike
Animal Control – March 2005
300.00

Holzwarth & City, Tina
Meter Deposit Refund
79.50

Houston County Human Serv.
Meter Deposit Refund 
75.00

Houston County Treasurer
Ho Co. Collection Site April 2005
3,267.50

Johnson & City, Stacy
Meter Deposit Refund
78.16

Johnson Brothers Liquor Co.
Liquor / Wine
896.04

Morey, Michael
Reimbursement – sign
470.53

Northern Beverage Dist.
Beer
497.15

Phillips Wine & Spirits Co.
Liquor / Wine
578.12

Pilger & City, Bernice
Meter Deposit Refund
77.32

Principal Life
Clerk’s Office – Life/Ad & d/STD
522.19

Rask & City, Joe
Meter Deposit Refund
79.50

Richards Sanitation
Recycling – Collections
5,564.00

Schott Distributing Co., Inc.
Beer
2,866.45

SE MN Development Corp.
EDA Support Services
7,540.00

Swedberg, Dennis
Contracted Services
439.40

U S Postal Service
Utility Billing March 
292.54

United Parcel Service
Ups Fee
64.00

Van Dyke & City, Ann Wolf
Meter Deposit Refund
79.25

VISA
Miscellaneous Supplies
190.71

MN Dept. of Revenue
Sales / Use Tax March 2005
11,313.35

Blocker, Matt
Mileage Reimbursement 
246.05

Burns, Marla
Mileage Reimbursement
58.46

Evans, Tim
MMUA Training Expense
10.11

Northern Beverage Distribution
Beer
1,048.55

Pepsi Cola Bottling Co.
Soft Drinks
87.45

Schott Distributing Co., Inc.
Beer
7,146.40

Spring Grove Soda Pop, Inc.
Beer
531.50

Ace Link Telecommunications
Communication Expense
1,018.34

Bank of the West
Fed/Fica/Med Payday 4-4-05
1,047.99

Caledonia Oil Company
Unleaded
1,199.10

League of Minnesota Cities
Registration Fee
80.00

Public Emp. Retirement Assn.
PERA Payday
535.74

Tri-County Electric Co-op
Electric Energy
60.02

Brad’s Electric Inc.
Replace Outlets
121.90

Minnesota Historical Society
Microfilm
32.50

Minnesota Revenue
2004 Annual Permit Fees
1,450.00

Aquila
Natural Gas
6,428.31

Blue Cross Blue Shield of MN
Health Insurance
18,322.00

Winona Ambulance Service
Contracted Billing
1,696.50

Gavin, Mike
Mileage Reimbursement
214.06

Merchants Bank
ACH Fee April 2005
28.70

Northern Beverage Distribution
Beer
584.50

Schott Distributing Co., Inc.
Beer
2,197.75

Spring Grove Soda Pop, Inc.
Beer & Water
62.50

Ziebell’s Hiawatha Foods, Inc.
Soda / Mix / Coolers
                      49.07


$ 115,553.58

B. CLAIMS PAYABLE: Following review, discussion and deliberation, a motion was made by Member Standish, seconded by Member Klug, to approve the Claims Payable List for March 2005.  All members present voted in favor and the motion was declared carried. (Member Vick and Fisch were temporarily out of the room).

Airgas North Central
Miscellaneous Items
432.19

Alco Discount Store #273
Film
14.90

Alex Air Apparatus, Inc.
Helmets
302.33

American Safety Utility Corp
Equipment, Uniforms & Safety Vests
1,067.68

Artic Glacier Inc.
Ice
39.42

Baker & Taylor Books
Library Books
117.01

Bonanza Grain, Inc.
Snow Removal
2,022.12

Caledonia Drugs
Vinyl Gloves
9.41

Caledonia Electronic
Miscellaneous Items
176.98

Caledonia Implement
Bulk Steel
47.84

Carquest Auto Parts
Miscellaneous Items
118.48

Clarey’s Safety Equipment
Miscellaneous Items
1,386.73

Crystal Canyon Inc. / Ecowater
Drinking Water / Cooler Rent
96.54

Curt & Candy’s Hardware Hank
Miscellaneous Items 
398.80

D S Electric Supply Inc.
Street Lighting
410.89

Davy Laboratories
3 Total Coliforms 
1,204.84

Don Rogich
Diseased Tree Removal
1,030.00

ECM Publishers, Inc.
Ads
457.81

Emergency Medical Products
Miscellaneous Supplies
349.40

Emsar Twin Cities
Maintenance / Labor
473.66

Gopher State One-Call, Inc.
3 Location Notifications
4.05

Green Power Equipment
Miscellaneous 
5.95

Griggs, Cooper & Co.
Liquor / Wine
1,926.21

Hawkins, Inc.
Chemicals
1,531.78

High Voltage Test Laboratory
Safety Equipment
750.61

Information Management Serv.
Tech Services
156.25

Johnson Brothers Liquor Co.
Liquor / Wine
1,712.50

Ken’s Small Engine
Miscellaneous Items
245.44

Lackore Electric Motor Repair
Motor / Parts
298.72

Little – Falls Machine, Inc.
Snow Plow Parts
138.80

Mac Queen Equipment, Inc.
Truck Parts
134.62

Midwest Tape
Library DVD
22.99

Midwest Wheel Companies
Cable / Chain
181.59

Mississippi Welders Supply
Oxygen
77.30

M-R Sign Co, Inc.
School Sign
79.10

National Waterworks, Inc.
Invoice for Resale
415.44

Phillips Wine & Spirits Co.
Liquor / Wine
1,190.09

PowerPlus Engineering, LLC
Engineering Talk Expense
1,451.86

PT Welding & Driveshaft repair
Plow Truck Parts
639.87

Richard’s Sanitation
Refuse Disposal – March 2005
161.46

Rippe, Hammell & Murphy
Prosecution Matters
3,151.75

Safe-Fast, Inc.
Safety Work Signs
380.86

Schilling Supply Company
Copy Paper & Bags
142.46

Schmitz Refrigeration, Htg
Equipment Repairs @ Liquor Store
443.32

SE Libraries Cooperating
Auto Fees
382.00

Servocal Instruments, Inc.
Service Flowmeters
380.00

Southeast Consultants, Inc.
Commercial RLF, Hauser
124.09

T & R Service
Transformer Disposal
3,256.28

Tri-County Electric Co-op
Electric Energy
98,301.82

United Auto Supply, Inc.
Miscellaneous Items
              192.96


$ 128,037.20

OLD BUSINESS

A.
NORTH KINGSTON STREET PARKING: Clerk Nelson reviewed the responses of residents and businesses owning properties adjacent the North Kingston Street from Lincoln Street to Mc Kinley Street concerning whether parking should continue on both sides or be limited to one side parking with a preference for parking on the west side or the east side of the street.  There were eight responses recommending parking be continued on both sides of the street.  Seven responses recommended parking on the west side only. Three responses parking on the east side only. Following discussion, the Council opted to leave parking on both sides in accordance with the majority of responses and until further changes which may give further cause to restrict parking to one side.

B.
POLICE DEPARTMENT STAFFING: Mayor Morey and Member Fisch recommended the hire of two new police officers with the intent that the staffing of the police department would be brought to a level of five full-time positions, including the chiefs’ position in that count.  Members Klug and Vick concurred that, at the moment, the police department was minimally staffed with only the chief and one full-time officer, but proposed that the work load would appear significantly different when it was re-staffed to its previous level of three full time officers and the police chief.  There was lengthy, repetitive discussion over the need for additional officers and the recent past and present status of having only the chiefs and one full time officer’s positions.  In addition to the workload and number of officers thought to be required, extensive discussion was held the impact hiring for a fifth position would have on the general fund budget. The cost of a police officer position was estimated at over $40,000 a year.  Following discussion, a motion was made Member Fisch, seconded by Mayor Morey, to hire one of the applicants, Allan Johnson at this time.  All members voted in favor, and the motion was declared carried. 

C.
FIRE BARN REPAIR / IMPROVEMENT: Clerk Nelson reported that only one proposal had been received of the four distributed for repair of the damaged fire barn area.  That proposal was submitted by Stemper Construction, LLC.  The bid for repair of the damaged area only was $9,640.  The bid for repair of damages including improvements for installation of a 14’ overhead door and a walk-through door was in the amount of $13,510. Following brief discussion, a motion was made by Member Standish, seconded by Member Klug, to approve the bid for $13,510 incorporating a 14’ wide door instead of 12’ wide and installing a walk-through door.  All members voted in favor and the motion was declared carried.

D.
COMPREHENSIVE PLAN: Clerk Nelson recommended that the City advertise for a public hearing to announce the intent to update the Comprehensive Plan.  The public hearing would fulfill the legal obligation of the City for starting the process.  Anticipating that attendance at the public hearing would not be significantly great to obtain all the volunteers necessary to accomplish updating the plan, Nelson recommended the City would thereafter contact various organizations of the City to solicit assignment of two members who would represent each organization and assist with the Comprehensive Plan until completion which would be expected to take eighteen to twenty-four months.  Following brief discussion, the Council concurred and authorized advertisement for the public hearing by general consensus.

NEW BUSINESS

A.
CUSTODIAL POSITION: Clerk Nelson reported that part-time custodian Arnold Lundtvedt would retire on or about June 1, 2005.  Nelson recommended that the Council authorize advertisement for a full-time custodial position, referencing the list of custodian duties enclosed with the agenda as Addendum #13.  Comment was made that the wages and fringe benefits of a full-time position maybe greater than contracting the cleaning to a service organization or individual.  Following discussion, the Council directed that Clerk Nelson contact one or more agencies which may agree to perform contract cleaning of the city buildings before advertising for a full-time employment position.

B.
RECREATIONAL VEHICLE ORDINANCE: Following review of the Recreational Ordinance, Number 215, a motion was made by Member Klug, seconded by Member Standish, to adopt the Ordinance for the City Of Caledonia.  All members voted in favor and the motion was declared carried.

C.
CALEDONIA ARGUS AD: Clerk Nelson distributed copies of a proposed ad for businesses and business leaders in the City which would include a picture of the business and story to inform readers about the business its goals and services.  The ad will be on a 10’ x 12’ page and printed on 6,000 copies for a fee of $300.  Following brief discussion, a motion was made by Member Standish, seconded by Member Vick, to participate with an ad for the City Of Caledonia for the stated cost of $300.  All members voted in favor and the motion was declared carried.

CLERK’S REPORT

A.
ELECTION DATA: Enclosed with the Agenda was an article from the Caledonia Argus and another document received from Pete Johnson, Houston County Auditor, concerning voting machines and laws, originally intended to apply to the 2006 Elections.  Part of this relates to the Federal Help American Vote Act (HAVA).  

B.
WELLHEAD PROTECTION: Enclosed with the Agenda was a letter from the Minnesota Department of Health, dated March 28, 2005, addressing an extension for accomplishing a draft for a Wellhead Protection Plan for the City Of Caledonia.   The original date for completion had been June 3, 2004, but was being extended to December 3, 2006.  

C.
TRI-COUNTY ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE ELECTION: Clerk Nelson distributed copies of the election ballot to all members, asking the ballots be returned at the meeting of April 11.  Nelson will tally the vote of Council Members and submit the original ballot to Tri-County Electric Cooperative according to the Council Member vote tally.

D.
POLICE ACTIVITY REPORT: Enclosed with the Agenda was the Police Activity Report for March 2005.

E.
JOURNEY LINEMAN COURSE: Clerk Nelson reported that Tim Evans, Electric Department, is interested in starting the Journey Lineman Course.  Enclosed with the Agenda was a copy of the Council Minutes from November 13, 2000 showing the agreement between the City Of Caledonia and Jamie Breeser who at that time worked for the City Electric Department and applied for the Journey Lineman Course.

F.
SANITARY SEWER BACKUP INSURANCE: Distributed with the Agenda was a letter from Danielson Insurance Agency, attached to a letter and supporting documents from the League of Minnesota Cities rejecting the City Of Caledonia application for no fault sanitary sewer backup insurance coverage.  The League of Minnesota Cities documents listed the activities and documentation the City must provide in order to be eligible for the no fault insurance.

G.
DISCHARGE MONITORING REPORT: Enclosed with the Agenda was the Discharge Monitoring Report for March 2005 showing a Monthly Average Total Nitrogen Level of 6.10 mg/l.  

ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business before the Council, a motion to adjourn was made by Member Klug and seconded by Member Standish.  All members voted in favor, the motion was declared carried and the meeting then adjourned at 11:26 p.m.  The next Regular Meeting of the City Council is scheduled for 7:00 p.m., Monday, April 25, 2005, in the Council Room, City Hall. 








____________________________________








Michael J. Morey, Mayor

______________________________________

Robert L. Nelson
City Clerk – Administrator
