Regular Meeting, Monday, March 28, 2005, continued...


REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL

CITY OF CALEDONIA, MINNESOTA

Monday, March 28, 2005
CALL TO ORDER: Following due call and notice thereof, Mayor Morey called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. in the Council Room, City Hall.

ROLL CALL:
Members present: Mayor Michael J. Morey; Council Members Paul Fisch, Randi Vick, Gary Klug and Robert Standish.  Members absent: None. Consultants and City staff present: Robert L. Nelson. Visitors present: Rick Frank and Jane Palen, reporter.

CONSENT AGENDA:  Following brief review, a motion was made by Member Klug, seconded by Member Fisch, to approve the Consent Agenda items, listed below. All members voted in favor and the motion was declared carried.
A.
MINUTES OF PAST MEETINGS: To approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting held Monday, March 14, 2005, as presented. 
B.
GAMBLING EXEMPT PERMIT: To approve an Application for Exempt Permit, submitted by the Caledonia Lions Club, to conduct a gambling event at the Houston County Fairgrounds, 1310 East Main Street, on August 21, 2005, for a raffle, waiving the waiting period.

VISITORS AND COMMUNICATIONS

A.
SNOW PLOWING: David Augedahl, who had intended to comment to the council on recent snow plowing operations, was not present at the meeting.

B.
HOUSTON COUNTY DROP-OFF SITES: Rick Frank, Houston County Environmental Services Director, informed the Council that Houston County had now extended the contract for 15 years for solid waste disposal with LaCrosse County, the contract now running to 2023.  He reported that the payment for Farris materials is up but the increase cost for fuel may cause a corresponding increase in the rates paid for disposal.  He also reviewed the increased costs of separating electronic waste, which was not required in the past.  He reminded the Council that the cost figures shown in the annual report do not include wages for those personnel who work at the drop-off sites.  Houston County provides full payment for all wages at the site.  Those expenses are between $95,000 and $100,000 per year.  

C.
COMMUNICATIONS



1.
MMUA Capital Tattler



2.
LMC Friday Fax, 3-18-05



3.
LMC Friday Fax, 3-24-05

OLD BUSINESS

A.
RESOLUTION: Following brief discussion, a motion was made by Member Klug, seconded by Member Vick, to adopt the Resolution In Support of Continuing Funding of the Minnesota Local Planning Assistance Center. Members voting in favor: Morey, Vick, Klug and Standish.  Opposed: None.  Abstaining: Fisch.  The motion was declared carried.  The full Resolution is on file in the City Clerk’s Office in the folder for the Comprehensive Plan.  
B.
ATHLETIC FIELD PROGRAM UPDATE: Members Vick and Klug informed the Council that a meeting had been conducted on March 23 for organizing for the 2005 summer athletic field programs.  At that meeting, a decision was made to hold a parent meeting on the evening of April 12, 7:30 p.m., to encourage parents to participate in coaching and acting as umpires for the summer games if the city is not successful at fulfilling all coaching positions for boys and girls activities.  Zach Hauser, proposed manager for 2005, was to silicate companies and individuals for contributions for purchasing the t-shirts for 10 teams.  The requested contribution will be $150 per team.

NEW BUSINESS

A.
CONCESSION STAND: Clerk Nelson reported that no one had committed to running the concession stand for this season.  

B.
JACK EDWARDS MOBILE HOME PARK: Clerk Nelson reported that Steve Solberg, LaCrosse Engineering and Survey Company, delivered an illustration proposing to re-plat the Pine Estates Moblie Home Park as single family housing lots.  Nelson reported that there are a number of issues to be considered, including drafting the plat in accordance with M.S. 505 and instructions from the Houston County Surveyor. In addition the locations of existing utilities, fire hydrants, and the like were installed for the intended design of 60’ lots for mobile homes.  The proposed lots for single family housing are greater than 60’ widths.  There is also question of whether or not the sanitary sewer service lines are buried at an appropriate depth to serve a basement level structure.  No action was required at this time.
C.
RESOLUTION – INITIATE COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE: Following brief discussion, a motion was made by Member Klug, seconded by Member Vick, to adopt the Resolution of the intent to begin a Comprehensive Planning process.  All members voted in favor and the motion was declared carried.  The entire Resolution is on file in the City Clerk’s Office in the folder for the Comprehensive Plan.

D.
REQUEST AUTHORIZATION TO CLOSE STREET SEGMENT: Clerk Nelson reported that Steve Schuldt requests authorization to barricade the full width of street adjacent to the residence of Lenis Runningen, 207 North Pine Street, for an auction starting at 10:00 a.m. Saturday, April 2, 2002, and expected to last from 3-4 hours.  Mr. Schuldt would prefer blocking off Pine Street, but would accept Lincoln Street if the Council so directed.  Following discussion, by general consensus the Council agreed that Pine Street traffic count was too great block off, but would allow closing Lincoln Street for the depth of property owned by Mr. Runningen.  

E.
ALTERNATE SIDE PARKING: Enclosed with the Agenda was a copy of an old city ordinance, Number 123, Stipulating Alternate Side Parking for the winter snow removal season.  Member Fisch, having ridden with one of the snow plows operators after a recent, heavy snow fall, said he understood the difficulties encountered plowing when vehicles are parked on both sides of the street, particularly certain narrow streets.  He recommended the City Council give consideration to an Alternate Side Parking Ordinance and perhaps silicate the opinion of residents through a Public Hearing.  Incidentally, Ordinance #123 was repealed by Ordinance #151 based upon on the understanding that it was to difficult to comprehend and enforce.
CLERK’S REPORT

A.
DAMAGE TO FIRE BARN: Clerk Nelson explained that, during snow clearing operations following the heavy snow fall on March 18 & 19, the operator of the front end loader backed into the wall of the fire barn garage doing damage to a segment of wall and to the overhead door and door frame. Nelson reported that the incident had been reported to the insurance carrier and he was drafting specifications for repair.
B.
UPDATE ON SANITARY SEWER PROJECT (WEST WASHINGTON STREET): Clerk Nelson reported there had been no further information on when Badger Environmental intended to move onto the site to finish the work.  Mention was made that all work, including blacktop placement was to be complete by the Founder Days Celebration in June.
C.
MEDIACOM FRANCHISE FEE: Clerk Nelson reported that Mediacom had sent its 2004 Franchise Fee in the amount of $15,344.46.

D.
WEST MAIN STREET EROSION UPDATE: Clerk Nelson reported that Davy Engineering Company had requested additional information before submitting an engineering estimate to inspect and make recommendation for permanent improvements to control the storm water runoff at the site of the centerline culvert on West Main Street at the Hilary Allen property.

E.
CROSSWALK FLASHERS, STH 44/76: Clerk Nelson reported that he and Mike Gerardy are reviewing and gathering information on the data requested by the Minnesota Department of Transportation in support of the application for installing flashers at the STH 44/76 Crosswalk.  He said Allan Henke, Houston County Engineer, agreed to assist with clarification of the DOT application documents.
ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business before the Council, a motion to adjourn was made by Member Vick and seconded by Member Standish.  All members voted in favor, the motion was declared carried and the meeting then adjourned at 9:08 p.m.  The next Regular Meeting of the City Council is scheduled for 7:00 p.m., Monday, April 11, 2005, in the Council Room, City Hall.
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City Clerk - Administrator
