Regular Meeting, Monday, January 10, 2005, continued...


REGULAR MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL

CITY OF CALEDONIA, MINNESOTA

Monday, January 10, 2005
CALL TO ORDER: Following due call and notice thereof, Mayor Morey called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. in the Council Room, City Hall.

ROLL CALL:
Members present: Mayor Michael J. Morey; Council Members Paul Fisch, Randi Vick, Gary Klug and Robert Standish.  Members absent: None. Consultants and City staff present: Randy Shefelbine and Robert L. Nelson. Visitors present: Rick Frank, Dan Reinhart, Mike Meyer, Kari Neumann, Mark Schiltz, Hoyt Zenke, Naomi Fruechte and Jane Palen, reporter.

CONSENT AGENDA:  Following brief discussion, a motion was made by Member Fisch, seconded by Member Klug, to approve the Consent Agenda items, listed below. All members voted in favor and the motion was declared carried.
A.
MINUTES OF PAST MEETINGS: To approve the minutes of the Regular Meeting held Monday, December 13, 2004, as presented. 
B.
GAMBLING APPLICATIONS: 


1. 
CALEDONIA ROD & GUN CLUB: To approve an Application for Exempt 


Permit, submitted by the Caledonia Rod and Gun Club for an event to take place 


at the Caledonia City Auditorium, 219 East Main Street, April 1, 2005, to include 


raffles and tip boards, waiving the waiting period. 


2.
CALEDONIA ROD & GUN CLUB: To approve an Application for Exempt 


Permit, submitted by the Caledonia Rod & Gun Club for an event to take place at 


St. Mary’s Elementary School, 308 East South Street, April 3, 2005, to include 


raffles, pull tabs, and tip boards, waiving the waiting period.
C.
AMBULANCE DEPARTMENT EQUIPMENT: To authorize Robert Augedahl, Ambulance Director, to purchase two new deliberators to a total cost of $5,464.32.  Further, to adopt a Reimbursement Resolution that the City may reimburse itself for this expense through the form of a Certificate of Indebtedness or other authorized obligation. 
D.
SOFT DRINK LICENSE: To approve a Soft Drink License for Caledonia Founders Days for calendar year 2005 for sales in the Caledonia Municipal Auditorium. 

VISITORS AND COMMUNICATIONS

A.
HOUSTON COUNTY SOLID WASTE SITE: Rick Frank, Houston County Environmental Manager, informed the Council that the rates for Household Solid Waste Fees are being increased from $2.00 to $2.50 per month.  The reason for increase is the increasing costs of dumping fees and operation of the Solid Waste Program, including operation and maintenance of the various county sites.  Transportation/Fuels costs are a significant portion of the increase.  Mr. Frank informed the Council that the $.50 per month increase is county wide; not only charged to the City Of Caledonia.  The County hopes to gain an additional $50,000 of revenue through this increase.  Mr. Frank announced that another significant portion of the costs of the rate increase is the result of a new state regulation demanding that “E-Waste” must be separated from the other materials.  This waste is constituted of things such as televisions, DVD’s, CD’s, elements of cell phones, and the like, for which there is a special dumping fee of $.25 per pound.  Mr. Frank reminded the Council that Houston County burdens the cost of labor at the drop sites so the $2.50 monthly fee does not include labor costs.  
B.
NON-CONFORMING USE WAIVER: Dan Reinhart, 227 North Kingston Street and Hoyt Zenke, Realitor, addressed Mr. Reinhart’s circumstance of Non-Conforming Use with his residential home being located within a Downtown Business District.  Mr. Reinhart reviewed with the Council his having received a letter from the City Council some years ago stating that the Non-Conforming Use Restriction of the Zoning Ordinance was waived for his property, but he had lost the document presented by the Council.  Now, attempting to sell his home to others, the lending institution was hesitant to provide a loan with the Non-Conforming Use Restriction in place.  Clerk Nelson informed the Council that City Attorney Tim Murphy had recently reviewed the second request of Mr. Reinhart for a Council Waiver on the Non-Conforming Use Restriction, but Mr. Murphy’s recommendation was to avoid such waiver practice, since it was in direct conflict with the City Ordinance.  Nelson reported he had contacted the Zoning Office in Rochester, Minnesota, which has a Non-Conforming Use Clause in its Ordinance.  One method of dealing with multi-uses in the same area at Rochester is application of a special district authorizing residential and commercial uses of properties within that area.  One example is the area surrounding Mayo Clinic.  Following discussion, having heard that the lending institution is the United States Rural Development Department, Clerk Nelson asked for the name and phone number of the individual in charge of the loan that he may contact the individual and discuss their concerns about the Non-Conforming Use Restriction.  Nelson reported the City Of Caledonia has had many transactions with the Rural Development Office and maybe able to alleviate their worries over lending monies for a Non-Conforming Use Property.  Nelson further informed the Council that this particular parcel could be rezoned from Downtown Business District to a Residential District. Since it was adjacent to a Residential District across Kingston Street and a Residential District to the north, it would not constitute spot zoning.  Following Discussion, a motion was made by Member Standish, seconded by Member Klug, to authorize Clerk Nelson to confer with the Rural Development Office about the loan/non-conforming use and, should the Rural Development Office still refuse to extend the loan, to proceed with rezoning the parcel from Downtown Business District to a Residential District.  Members voting in favor: Morey, Fisch, Vick, Klug and Standish.  Opposed: None.  The motion was declared carried.
C.
  STH 44/76 PEDESTRIAN CROSSING SIGNAL: Member Standish, concerned about the safety of the pedestrians, especially children, crossing STH 44 at the intersection of Esch Drive, invited crossing guards to relate experiences of incidence threatening the safety of students or guards themselves.  Naomi Fruechte, Mark Schiltz and Mike Meyer told of incidence where vehicles passed at high rates of speed, failed to stop when signaled to do so or passed stopped vehicles in the right lane.  At least one incident occurred during a period of heavy fog.  Mrs. Fruechte suggested that some of the driver behaviors may have been caused by lack of knowledge of traffic laws.  She suggested there were too many signs on STH 44 for traffic approaching the crosswalk from the north and recommended removal of a number of signs to be replaced with one sign with a brief clear message such as “School Zone – Be Prepared To Stopped.”  The crossing guards favored having flashing signals to warn drivers of the crosswalk.  Clerk Nelson reported that past discussions, now about a year ago, were stalemated with the City wanting a manually operated mechanism that the flashing lights could be activated by a push button at any time of the day or night.  MN/DOT wanted the flashing lights to operate only at the beginning and ending of the school day.  Following discussion, the Council agreed by general consensus that discussion with MN/DOT would be reinitiated immediately.

D.
POLICE DEPARTMENT: Randy Shefelbine, Police Chief, informed the Council he had no specific objective to discuss with the Council, but attended the meeting in the event the Council had any questions of him, being the newly appointed Chief.  Staffing was brought up to review the current circumstance of having only one full time police office whereas the typically staffing was three full time officers. Chief Shefelbine reported there was no certainty as to the time Officer Stemper would be on Administrative Leave and the department was going through the Council authorized process of hiring one new police officer at this time. Mayor Morey inquired of Chief Shefelbine whether or not he thought staffing the department with four full time police officer positions would create a benefit to reduce overtime as well as enable the department to spend more time in schools and achieve other goals.  The question will be taken under consideration.  
E.
COMMUNICATIONS


1.
Thank You Card, Duane St. Mary. 


2.
MN/DOT Future Improvement Plans.




3.
Tri-County Electric Programs & Services.



4.
Take The Trail Newsletter.





5.
SE MN Historic Bluff Country Bulletin.



6.
Chamber Meeting.


CLAIMS

A. PREPAID CLAIMS: Following review, discussion and deliberation, a motion was made by Member Fisch, seconded by Member Vick to approve the Prepaid Claims for December 2004. All members voted in favor and the motion was declared carried. 
Bank of the West
Fed/Fica/Med
1,995.98
Caledonia True Value
Miscellaneous Items
234.41

Public Emp. Retirement Assn.
PERA payday 12-14-04
1,315.68

Public Emp. Retirement Assn.
PERA/DCP Payday 12-14-04
61.50

Vatland, John
Portion of defective sidewalk 
325.00

Winona Area Amb. Service
Contracted Billing
496.00

Aramark
Uniforms
358.88

B & M Service Center
Van – Maintenance
33.70

Farmer’s Coop Elevator Comp.
Chemicals
255.60
Northern Beverage Distribution
Beer
308.90

Petty Cash 
Replenish Petty Cash
81.53

River Valley Newspaper Group
Employment Ad for Police Officer
220.27

Schott Distributing Co., Inc.
Beer
2,398.00

Spring Grove Soda Pop, Inc.
Beer
104.80

Bank of the West
Fed/Fica/Medicare 
5,114.69

City Of Caledonia
Emp Share Health Insurance
121.20

City of Caledonia Emp. Assn.
Association Dues
130.00

Commissioner of Revenue
State Withholding
2,478.38

Griggs, Cooper & Co.
Liquor / Wine
846.66

Minnesota NCPERS Life Ins.
NCPERS payday 12-21-04
32.00

MN Benefit Association
MBA Payday 12-21-04
173.06

Orchard Trust Company AS
TSA Payday 12-21-04
970.00

Public Emp. Retirement Assn.
PERA Payday 12-21-04
2,967.56
Burns, Edna
Ambulance Patient Refund
61.78

Caledonia Police Department
Replenish Police Tip Fund
436.08

Midwest Wireless Comm.
Mobile Unit
155.41

Minnesota Chiefs Of Police
2005 Membership Dues
75.00
Stumpf Publishing Inc.
Employment Ad for Light Department
63.00

Caledonia Volunteer Fire Dept.
4th Quarter 2004
600.00

Games People Play
Summer Ball Program
100.23

Gavin, Mike
Animal Control – December 2004
300.00

Scottish Heritage Committee
Pass Thru Contribution
850.00

SE Libraries Cooperating
Barcodes & 2 computers
1,922.66

Aramark
Uniforms
62.87

Arch Wireless
Mobile Unit
41.83

Buttell’s Lighting
Bulbs
146.97

Civic Systems, LLC
Semi-annual Support
1,985.00
Creative Solutions
Capital Assets Software Program
1,863.75

Denstad & City, Jared
Meter Deposit Refund
77.98
Gilson & City, Lawrence
Meter Deposit Refund
79.50

Houston County Highway Dept.
Sand/Salt
3,144.96

Houston County Public Health
Hep & Flu Shots
365.00

Houston County Treasurer
Trailer Registration
59.00

Minnesota Chiefs of Police
Registration Fee – Randy Shefelbine
270.00

Pitts & City, Teresa
Meter Deposit Refund
75.00

Runkles & City, Virginia
Meter Deposit Refund
79.50

SE MN Historic Bluff Country
Tourism
1,206.60

South Central Tech College
Safety & Health Training
739.80

VISA
Miscellaneous Items
1,778.11

West & City, Josh
Meter Deposit Refund
75.13

Yarbrough & City, Sharee
Meter Deposit Refund
75.51

Jahn’s Transfer, Inc.
Freight Expense
21.90

Johnson Brothers Liquor Com.
Liquor / Wine
142.15

Northern Beverage Distribution 
Beer
1,223.00

Phillips Wine & Spirits Co.
Liquor / Wine
226.35

Schott Distributing Co., Inc.
Beer
1,902.05

Spring Grove Soda Pop, Inc.
Beer
181.00

Bank One
Miscellaneous Items
582.63

Houston County Treasurer
License 1984 Chevy Truck
27.00
Precision Office Machines
Cash Register Maintenance 
106.00

Rask, Ken
Refund Gopher Guard
115.02

Steiger Construction Co.
FEMA Project Estimate #3
3,380.15

U S Postal Service
Utility Billing December 2004
285.05

United Parcel Service
Ups Fee
64.00

Werner, Dale
Refund Gopher Guard
48.99

Witt’s Pharmacy – Caledonia
Refund Gopher Guard
47.92

Ace Link Telecommunications
Communication Expense
990.96

Bonanza Grain, Inc.
Black Dirt
115.02

Northern Beverage Distribution
Beer
601.85

Richard’s Sanitation
Recycling Collections December
5,628.20

MN Department of Revenue
Sales Tax – December 2004
11,612.12

Bank of the West
Fed/Fica/Medicare 
8,923.52

Houston County Treasurer
Houston County Collection Site
3,269.50

Kraus Oil Company Inc.
Diesel
708.00

Principal Life
Life / AD&D / STD
476.01

Schott Distributing Co., Inc.
Beer
296.75

Spring Grove Soda Pop, Inc.
Beer
144.00

Tri-County Electric Co-op
Electric Energy
76.22

U S Postal Service
Annual Permit 
300.00

Caledonia Police Association
PD Association Dues
33.50

Orchard Trust Company AS
TSA Payday 1-4-05
970.00

Public Emp. Retirement Assn.
PERA Payday 1-4-05
3,812.95

Aquila
Natural Gas
9,200.88
Blue Cross Blue Shield of MN
Health Insurance
16,290.00

Merchants Bank
Ach Fee January 2005
28.00

Northern Beverage Distribution
Beer
2,179.10

Schott Distributing Co., Inc.
Beer
9,204.60

Spring Grove Soda Pop, Inc.
Beer
211.50

Tri-County Electric Co-op
Appliance Rebates
                    220.00


$ 121,358.36
B. CLAIMS PAYABLE: Following review, discussion and deliberation, a motion was made by Member Fisch, seconded by Member Vick, to approve the Claims Payable List for December 2004.  All members voted in favor and the motion was declared carried. 
Airgas North Central
Miscellaneous Supplies
374.29
ALCO Discount Store
Film & Office Supplies
33.59

B & B Tree Service
Stump Removal & Clean-up
575.00
Baker & Taylor Books
Library Books
74.02

Banyon Data Systems
Utility Billing Support
704.04

Better Homes & Gardens Books
Library Books
31.85

Burroughs Equipment & Repair
Unit #004 Dump Trunk
40.00

Buttell’s Lighting
Bulbs
95.85

Caledonia Electronics
Office Supplies
377.15

Caledonia Haulers
Truck Parts & Repair Parts
69.70

Caledonia Implement
Miscellaneous Items
224.31

Caledonia Oil Company
Ambulance Maintenance
133.16

Caledonia Wheel Alignment
#96 Repairs / Labor
1,630.56
Carquest Auto Parts
Winter Blades, Parts for Pole Trailer
153.55

Clarey’s Safety Equipment, Inc.
Wet Water 
163.32

Crystal Canyon Inc/Ecowater
Drinking Water and Cooler Rent
29.14

Curt & Candy’s Hardware Hank
Miscellaneous Items
190.79

D S Electric Supply, Inc.
Bulbs
51.29

Davy Laboratories
Lab Service
1,584.98

Demco
Miscellaneous Supplies
90.88

ECM Publishers, Inc.
Miscellaneous Items
640.80

Emergency Medical Products 
Supplies
218.91

First Supply
Parts
12.60

Green Power Equipment
Parts for Wire Trailer
68.88

Griggs, Cooper & Co.
Liquor / Wine
2,397.18

H & L Mesabi
Grader Blade
94.52

Hawkins Water Treatment
Chemicals
846.87

Johnson Brothers Liquor
Liquor / Wine
4,071.21

Ken’s Small Engine
Truck Labor
45.95

Kraus Oil Company Inc.
Unleaded
792.00

LaCrosse Tribune
30 Weeks Subscription
30.00

Mc Neilus Auto & Truck Parts
Parts for Truck Conversion
415.35

Midwest Tape
Library DVD’s
115.45

Mississippi Welders Supply Co.
Oxygen
35.15

MN Municipal Utilities Assn.
2005 Electric Utility Membership Dues
2,655.00

National Waterworks, Inc.
Invoice for Resale
139.85

Nelson Flag & Display
Bulbs
30.50

P & H Services
Battery
166.85
P & T Electric Inc.
Outlet/Circuit
110.00

Phillips Wine & Spirits Co.
Liquor / Wine
998.29

Pladsen Ford, Inc.
Squad Car Repairs
33.54

Post-Bulletin Company
Employment Ad for PD & Light
589.99

PowerPlus Engineering, LLC
FEMA Admin
297.00

Printy Quik
Stamps & Meter Door Hangers
211.68

Quillin’s IGA
Film
13.83

Republican Leader
Employment Ad for Light Dept.
32.40

Richard’s Sanitation
Refuse Disposal
182.52

Rippe, Hammell & Murphy
Prosecution Matters & General Matters
1,782.25

Ronco Engineering Sales, Inc.
Trailer Parts
75.42

SE Libraries Cooperating
Auto Fees
382.00

SE MN Development Corp.
EDA Support Services
7,540.00

Southeast Consultants, Inc.
Commercial
569.58

St. Mary Auto Body Shop
3 Tows
90.53

Tostrud & Temp, S.C.
Fixed Asset Meeting & Bank Rec
295.00

Tri – County Electric
Electric Energy
112,615.87

Uniforms Unlimited
Uniforms for Chief
480.72

United Auto Supply, Inc.
Miscellaneous Items
482.87

US Bank NA
Go Imp. Refunding Bond 2003A
76,968.75

Witt’s Pharmacy – Caledonia
Batteries
3.72

WWTP MPCA PFA Loan Fund
1993-96 PFA Loan
3,725.00

Ziebell’s Hiawatha Foods, Inc.
Mix / Juice
                             53.69


$226,939.21

OLD BUSINESS

A.
ELECTRIC FACILITY INVENTORY: Clerk Nelson presented an estimate in the amount of $10,000, submitted by PowerPlus Engineering Company, LaCrosse, to perform an inventory of the Infrastructure Assets of the Electric Department, organize them into categories and advise, along with City Auditors Tostrud & Temp, the results of that inventory on a new capital assets computer software program.  This work is being done to comply with a new Accounting Regulation known as GASB 34, for which the City is to comply as of December 31, 2004.  Clerk Nelson explained that, though this work would be done through the early months of 2005, the results would be incorporated into the calendar year audit for 2004 by Tostrud and Temp when they come to do the annual audit in May 2005. Following discussion, a motion was made by Member Fisch, seconded by Member Vick, to approve the proposal of $10,000 and authorize PowerPlus Engineering to proceed with the work.  All members voted in favor and the motion was declared carried.
B.
LMC CONFERENCE: A copy of the Agenda for the conference for Newly Elected Officials was distributed with the Agenda.  Mayor Morey said he would plan to attend the conference at St. Louis Park on January 28 & 29.  

NEW BUSINESS

A.
FIRE DEPARTMENT ISSUES: Distributed with the Agenda was an agenda for a Regional Training Session on Fire Department Management and Liability Issues sponsored by the League of Minnesota Cities with a Rochester Area Seminar on February 10.  Registration is $20 per person for the first two registrants and $10 for the third registrant. Clerk Nelson requested authorization for Fire Chief Chuck Gavin and himself to attend, asking if any Council Members would like to attend.  Member Fisch indicated the possibility that he would go.  By general consensus, the Council authorized attendance for Chief Gavin and Clerk Nelson.
B.
ANNUAL APPOINTMENTS: A list of staff appointments, Council Committee appointments and other data were presented on Addendum #12.  Following review, a motion was made by Member Standish, seconded by Member Vick, to approve the appointments as submitted by Mayor Morey.  All members voted in favor and the motion was declared carried.
2005 POSITIONS / APPOINTMENTS

Administrator Coordinator, Zoning Officer


Mike Gerardy

Ambulance Director





Robert Augedahl

Economic Development Authority



Morey and Vick

City Clerk – Administrator




Robert L. Nelson

Economic Development Authority



Joyce Iverson

Deputy City Clerk





Joyce Guillaume


City Treasurer






City Clerk – Administrator

City Attorney






Timothy A. Murphy

Auxiliary Mayor





Paul Fisch

Community Education Representative


Randi Vick or Bob Standish

Official Newspaper





Caledonia Argus

Official Depositories





Bank Of The West









Merchants Bank









Minnesota 4M Fund









All Institutions Covered by 









FDIC Insurance

Fire Chief






Charles Gavin

1st Assistant Chief





Mike Meiners (Training)

2nd Assistant Chief





Dan Schwirtz

3rd Assistant Chief





Jason Leahy

Fire Marshal






Brad Hoscheit

Equipment Custodians




Mitch Betz









Jesse Peterson

Treasurer






James Houdek

Secretary






Terry Ranzenberger

Police Chief






Randy Shefelbine

Weed Inspector





Mayor

Assistant Weed Inspector




Administrative Coordinator 

Consulting Tree Inspector




Minnesota Forestry

City Health Administrator




City Clerk – Administrator

Animal Control Officer




Mike Gavin

Civil Defense Director

Planning and Zoning Commission



City Council

Airport Zoning Board





Council Member Klug









City Clerk – Administrator

Library Board






Pam Griffith, President









Kathe Trisch









Virginia Hughes









Mark Coffield









Hildy Oitzman

COUNCIL COMMITTEES

General Government Committee



Morey and Fisch


Legislative, Judicial, Executive


City Clerk – Administrator’ Office


Financial Administration


Law


Personnel Administration


Salary Negotiations


Pay Equity Compliance Oversight

Public Safety Committee




Fisch and Morey


Police Department


Ambulance Department


Fire Department/Fire District


Civil Defense


Traffic Engineering


Animal Control


Other Protection

Public Works; Health and Welfare Committee

Standish and Vick


Street Department


Streets, Sidewalks, Curb and Gutter


Sanitation


Health


Welfare

Culture-Recreation; and Economic



Klug and Vick

Development Committee


Recreation Department


Auditorium / Athletic Field


Programs


Parks


Library


Economic Development

Enterprise Funds Committee




Fisch and Standish


Water Department


Sewer Department


Electric Department


Liquor Store

C.
EDA APPOINTMENT: A motion was made by Member Fisch, seconded by Member Standish, to re-appoint Kathy Nelson to the Economic Development Authority for a six year term, her present term having expired December 31, 2004.  All members voted in favor and the motion was declared carried.

D.
AGENDA ITEMS: Mayor Morey, hoping to give Council Members opportunity to examine issues to be brought to the meeting and hoping to control the length of meetings, suggested that only issues placed on the Agenda, having been brought to the Clerk’s Office attention before noon on the Friday before Council Meeting dates, be taken up for action at the meeting.  Other issues, having been brought to the Clerk’s Office or Council Members attention, following preparation of the Agenda, could perhaps be discussed but no expectation guaranteed for action.  Member Fisch raised the question of certain items, such as a recent dangerous dog incident which was brought to the Council’s attention on the evening of the meeting, and properly brought action that same evening.  Brief, further discussion occurred concerning how to treat items presented to the Council, but no decisive conclusion was made.

CLERK’S REPORT

A.
EMPLOYEE TIME RECORD: Enclosed with the Agenda was the Employee Time Record for pay period December 6 – 19, 2004, and for pay period December 20, 2004 – January 2, 2005.  

B.
2005 CITIES POLICIES: Enclosed with the Agenda was the Table of Contents for the 2005 Cities Policies which will be pursued by the League of Minnesota Cities on behalf of all Minnesota Municipalities.  
C.
EMPLOYMENT APPLICATIONS: Clerk Nelson reported the City received three employment applications for Journey Lineman, and 18 applications for Police Officer.  

D.
2004 PROPERTY / CASUALTY DIVIDEND: Enclosed with the Agenda was the report from the League of Minnesota Cities on the Dividend distributed to the City of Caledonia as well as other member cities.  The City’s dividend was $16,651.

E.
POLICE ACTIVITY REPORT: Enclosed with the Agenda was the Police Activity Report for December 2004.

F.
GOPHER STATE ONE-CALL: Enclosed with the Agenda was a letter from Gopher State One-Call, showing an increase in fee structure as of January 1, 2005, for locate requests.  

MISCELLANEOUS ITEMS

A.
COMMUNITY SAND PILE: Mayor Morey suggested that a sand pile, available to the community for sanding their driveways, sidewalks, and the like, be placed behind the Police / Ambulance Building in the parking lot area.  
ADJOURNMENT: There being no further business before the Council, a motion to adjourn was made by Member Standish and seconded by Member Fisch.  All Members voted in favor, the motion was declared carried and the meeting then adjourned at 9:48 p.m.  The next Regular Meeting of the City Council is schedule for 7:00 p.m., Monday, January 24, 2005, in the Council Room, City Hall.








____________________________________








Michael J. Morey, Mayor

_______________________________________

Robert L. Nelson
City Clerk - Administrator
